














58 LEON JAN ŁUKA 

SUMMARY 

This paper is limited to illustrating the character of the transit of Pomeranians 
to the regions dying to the south of the River Noteć, inhabited in the Early Iron 
Age by Lusatians. 

It has been an accepted fact to the present time, that this transit was in the 
form of an invasion, whereas study of the circumstances under which it took 
place suggests that this idea should be altered. 

There was. a considerable rise in the population of Eastern Pomerania in the 
Hallstatt period. The inhabitants of the Cassubian Upland especially, were 
unable to obtain a living from ,the poor quality soil, moreso as there were 
climatic changes noted at that time, these again lowering the economic level 
of the Pomeranian culture. 

Transit of some of the population of Pomerania to Great Poland (Wielkopolska) 
was noted in the middle of the fifth century B.C., and later to Silesia, Little 
Poland (Małopolska) and central Poland. The following data prove that the 
transit could not have been made by means of invasion - inventories of graves 
in Pomerania and in those regions inhabited by Pomeranians, have not included 
weapons, whereas graves and colonies inhabited by Lusatians have frequently 
produced considerable amounts, e.g. the cemetery of the Lusatian culture at 
Gorszewice, in the Szamotulski region or the fortified settlement at Biskupin 
in the Żnin region. Both bhe latter sites supplied more weapons than all the 
known sites of the Pomeranian culture throughout the whole of the area in 
which si gns of this culture have been noted. 

Fortified settlements of the Lusatian culture, situated in the north of Great 
Poland (Wielkopolska) and lying on the route taken by Pomeranians, do not 
show any signs of destruction by battle or war. 

Final ly, interchange of contacts established between Pomerania and Great 
Poland (Wielkopolska) continued to develop in the late Hallstatt period, this 
being illustrated by relics originating from Pomerania (bronze breastplates) and 
found in treasures and cemeteries of Lusatian culture, also by the influence 
of the latter culture on metal and ceramic production in Pomerania. 

In the light of the above, the fact should be accepted that the passage of 
tribes of the Pomeranian culture to the south of the river Noteć, could only 
have taken' place by peaceful means and not through war . 
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